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1
BI-DIRECTIONAL CLIP SEAL PISTON

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/426,085 filed Dec.
22,2010, which application is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a clutch assembly, in
particular, a clutch assembly with a clip seal for the assembly.
The assembly includes a back plate configured to retain the
seal and enable double-sided pressure loading of the assem-
bly.

BACKGROUND

It is known to fabricate a clutch assembly with a machined
piston having separate seals or a bonded seal.

SUMMARY

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
piston assembly, including: a back plate with a circumferen-
tially disposed axial extrusion; a piston including an indent
circumferentially disposed proximate an outer circumference
for the piston plate, the piston fixed to the back plate with a
plurality of fasteners such that the extrusion forms a seal
against a surface of the piston; and a sealing element at least
partially disposed in the indent.

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
piston assembly, comprising: a back plate with an axially
extending extrusion continuously circumferentially disposed
about the back plate; a piston including an indent circumfer-
entially disposed proximate an outer circumference for the
piston plate; and a sealing element at least partially disposed
in the indent. The piston is fixed to the back plate with a
plurality of extruded rivets such that the extrusion forms a
liquid-tight seal against a surface of the piston. The indent is
open in an axial direction facing the back plate. The extrusion
is radially inward of the plurality of extruded rivets.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
disclosure will be readily appreciable from the following
description of the invention and from the accompanying
drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments are disclosed, by way of example
only, with reference to the accompanying schematic drawings
in which corresponding reference symbols indicate corre-
sponding parts, in which:

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of a cylindrical coordinate
system demonstrating spatial terminology used in the present
application;

FIG. 1B is a perspective view of an object in the cylindrical
coordinate system of FIG. 1A demonstrating spatial termi-
nology used in the present application; and,

FIG. 2 is a front view of a piston assembly with a clip seal;

FIG. 3 is a partial cross-sectional view of the piston assem-
bly shown in FIG. 2 generally along line 3-3 in FIG. 2 in a
housing;
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FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view showing openings between
the rivets shown in FIG. 2, generally along line 4-4 in FIG. 2;
and,

FIG. 5 is a detail of FIG. 3 showing the sealing element
displaced against the back plate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

At the outset, it should be appreciated that like drawing
numbers on different drawing views identify identical, or
functionally similar, structural elements of the disclosure. Itis
to be understood that the disclosure as claimed is not limited
to the disclosed aspects.

Furthermore, it is understood that this disclosure is not
limited to the particular methodology, materials and modifi-
cations described and as such may, of course, vary. It is also
understood that the terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular aspects only, and is not intended to
limit the scope of the present disclosure.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which this disclosure
belongs. It should be understood that any methods, devices or
materials similar or equivalent to those described herein can
be used in the practice or testing of the disclosure.

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of cylindrical coordinate
system 80 demonstrating spatial terminology used in the
present application. The present invention is at least partially
described within the context of a cylindrical coordinate sys-
tem. System 80 has a longitudinal axis 81, used as the refer-
ence for the directional and spatial terms that follow. The
adjectives “axial,” “radial,” and “circumferential” are with
respect to an orientation parallel to axis 81, radius 82 (which
is orthogonal to axis 81), and circumference 83, respectively.
The adjectives “axial,” “radial” and “circumferential” also
are regarding orientation parallel to respective planes. To
clarify the disposition of the various planes, objects 84, 85,
and 86 are used. Surface 87 of object 84 forms an axial plane.
That is, axis 81 forms a line along the surface. Surface 88 of
object 85 forms a radial plane. That is, radius 82 forms a line
along the surface. Surface 89 of object 86 forms a circumfer-
ential plane. That is, circumference 83 forms a line along the
surface. As a further example, axial movement or disposition
is parallel to axis 81, radial movement or disposition is par-
allel to radius 82, and circumferential movement or disposi-
tion is parallel to circumference 83. Rotation is with respect to
axis 81.

The adverbs “axially,” “radially,” and “circumferentially”
are withrespectto an orientation parallel to axis 81, radius 82,
or circumference 83, respectively. The adverbs “axially,”
“radially,” and “circumferentially” also are regarding orien-
tation parallel to respective planes.

FIG. 1B is a perspective view of object 90 in cylindrical
coordinate system 80 of FIG. 1A demonstrating spatial ter-
minology used in the present application. Cylindrical object
90 is representative of a cylindrical object in a cylindrical
coordinate system and is not intended to limit the present
invention in any manner. Object 90 includes axial surface 91,
radial surface 92, and circumferential surface 93. Surface 91
is part of an axial plane, surface 92 is part of aradial plane, and
surface 93 is a circumferential surface.

FIG. 2 is a front view of piston assembly 100 with a clip
seal.

FIG. 3 is a partial cross-sectional view of piston assembly
100 shown in FIG. 2 generally along line 3-3 in FIG. 2. The
following should be viewed in light of FIGS. 2 and 3. Piston
assembly 100 includes back plate 102, piston 104, and sealing
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element 106. Element 106 may be a teflon seal, for example.
The back plate includes circumferentially disposed extrusion
108. The piston and the back plate are fixedly connected via
plurality of fasteners 110 such that the extrusion forms a seal
against surface 112 of the piston. In an example embodiment,
the fasteners are extruded rivets. The piston includes indent
114 circumferentially disposed proximate outer circumfer-
ence 116 for the piston plate. The sealing element is at least
partially disposed in the indent.

In an example embodiment, the extrusion is radially
inward of the plurality of fasteners. In an example embodi-
ment, the extrusion is continuous in a circumferential direc-
tion. In an example embodiment, the plurality of fasteners are
at uniform radial distance 118 from longitudinal axis 120 for
the assembly, and the extrusion is at uniform radial distance
122, less than radial distance 118, from the axis.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view showing openings between
the rivets shown in FIG. 2, generally along line 4-4 in FIG. 2.
The following should be viewed in light of FIGS. 2 through 4.
When extruded rivets are used for fasteners 110, areas 124,
raised with respect to surface 112, are created around the
rivets. The raised areas are not continuous between the rivets;
therefore openings 125 are created between the back plate
and the piston plate circumferentially between the raised
areas, creating flow paths 126. Extrusion 108 creates a liquid-
tight seal between portion 128 of the piston plate radially
outward of the extrusion and portion 130 of the piston plate
radially inward of the extrusion. The seal is discussed further
infra.

To reduce fabricating cost and complexity, in an example
embodiment, indent 114 is formed open-sided, for example,
the indent includes only one radially disposed portion, or
side, 132, and only one circumferentially disposed portion
134. Thus, a simple coining operation can be used to create
the indent. At least a portion of the sealing element is axially
disposed between the back plate and the piston. The back
plate and the piston, in particular, portion 132, axially retain
the sealing element, eliminating the need for a groove, with
two radially disposed walls, in the piston. Creating a groove
would be more complex and costly than creating indent 114.

The piston assembly is arranged to be placed within hous-
ing 136 such that the sealing element creates a seal with the
housing. In an example embodiment, the housing is part of a
transmission housing. In an example embodiment, the hous-
ing is part of a transmission housing and the piston assembly
is part of a clutch in the transmission. Due to tolerances in
manufacturing and material considerations, the radially
inward circumference of the sealing element does not form a
liquid-tight seal with the piston.

FIG. 5 is a detail of FIG. 3 showing the sealing element
displaced against the back plate. When hydraulic pressure is
applied to the piston in apply direction A, for example, to
close a clutch, the sealing element creates a seal against the
housing and there is no need to seal respective portions of
surface 112 from each other. However, when hydraulic pres-
sure is applied in release direction R, hydraulic fluid can leak
around the piston through opening 138 between the piston
and the housing. The fluid urges the sealing element against
the back plate and flows through opening 140 created
between the sealing element and the piston. The fluid contin-
ues past the radially inward circumference of the sealing
element and through flow paths 126. However, advanta-
geously, extrusion 108 creates a seal between the back plate
and the piston and the fluid is contained. Without the extru-
sion, the flow of fluid would be unabated, limiting the amount
of pressure that could be generated by the hydraulic fluid in
direction R to release the clutch. This limitation of pressure
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could adversely impact operation of the piston assembly or
could limit the applications for which the piston assembly
could be used.

It will be appreciated that various of the above-disclosed
and other features and functions, or alternatives thereof, may
be desirably combined into many other different systems or
applications. Various presently unforeseen or unanticipated
alternatives, modifications, variations, or improvements
therein may be subsequently made by those skilled in the art
which are also intended to be encompassed by the following
claims.

I claim:

1. A piston assembly, comprising:

an axis;

a back plate with a circumferentially disposed axial extru-

sion;

a piston including:

a plurality of raised areas; and,

an indent radially outward of the raised areas and cir-
cumferentially disposed proximate an outer circum-
ference for the piston;

a plurality of fasteners:

extending axially from the plurality of raised areas, and,
fixing the back plate to the piston;

at least one space:

axially disposed between the back plate and the piston;
and,

circumferentially disposed between first and second
raised areas included in the plurality of raised areas;
and,

a sealing element at least partially disposed in the indent,

wherein:

the plurality of fasteners are radially located between the
sealing element and the axis; and,

the extrusion is in direct contact with the piston and
forms a seal against a surface of the piston.

2. The piston assembly of claim 1, wherein the extrusion is
radially inward of the plurality of fasteners.

3. The piston assembly of claim 1, wherein the extrusion is
continuous in a circumferential direction.

4. The piston assembly of claim 1, further comprising a
longitudinal axis, wherein:

the plurality of fasteners are at a first uniform radial dis-

tance from the longitudinal axis; and,

the extrusion is at a second uniform radial distance, less

than the first radial distance, from the axis.

5. The piston assembly of claim 1, wherein the extrusion
creates a liquid-tight seal between a portion of the piston
radially outward of the extrusion and a portion of the piston
radially inward of the extrusion.

6. The piston assembly of claim 1, wherein the indent
includes only one radially disposed portion and only one
circumferentially disposed portion.

7. The piston assembly of claim 1, wherein the piston
assembly is arranged to be placed within a housing such that
the sealing element creates a seal with the housing.

8. The piston assembly of claim 7, wherein the housing is
part of a transmission housing.

9. The piston assembly of claim 1, wherein:

at least a portion of the sealing element is axially disposed

between the back plate and the piston; and,

the back plate and the piston restrain the sealing element in

an axial direction.

10. A piston assembly, comprising:

a back plate with an axially extending extrusion continu-

ously circumferentially disposed about the back plate;
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a piston including:
a plurality of raised areas;
an indent radially outward of the raised areas and cir-
cumferentially disposed proximate an outer circum-
ference for the piston; and, 5
a plurality of extruded rivets:
extending from the plurality of raised areas; and,
fixing the back plate to the piston;
at least one space:
axially disposed between the back plate and the piston; 10
and,
circumferentially disposed between first and second
raised areas included in the plurality of raised areas;
and,
a sealing element at least partially disposed in the indent, 15
wherein:
the piston is fixed to the back plate with the plurality of
extruded rivets such that the extrusion is in direct
contact with the piston and forms a liquid-tight seal
against a surface of the piston; 20
the indent is open in an axial direction facing the back
plate; and,
the extrusion is radially inward of the plurality of
extruded rivets.
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